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November 29, 2011 
 

Dear Friends and Benefactors of the Community of Anawim and its Young People Who Care Ministries, 
 

Each year we come to you to ask for your continued support and to let you know some of the successes we have 

experienced due to your help this past year.   
 

Marian House emergency shelter continues to provide much needed shelter and services 

for women and children who find themselves homeless and without 

many options.  This past year Marian House served 62 women and 20 

children with 1300 housing days.   Currently the house has 6 women, 

two of whom were just released from prison and had nowhere to go.  

These two women are excited about finding new beginnings for 

themselves and are actively taking advantage of all that Marian House 

has to offer: workshops to address the skills needed to live a productive independent 

life (budgeting, self-esteem, job skills assessment etc.), counseling for their own 

personal issues, and weekly meetings with the in-house social worker for goal setting 

and progress assessment.  They each have found a new direction and a support 

system to make radical changes in their lives.  This is what Marian House is all about 

– providing a place where personal growth can happen and the cycle of homelessness and poverty can be 

broken.    

 

Life Line services for pregnant women and families with infants sees about 25 women/families a week through 

its two locations.  The poor economic times have hit hard in this area and families are really struggling to afford 

the items needed to care for their infants.  Women are able to receive infant furniture, baby clothes, and all 

items needed to care for infants at Life Line.  Your donations allow for the support of these struggling families. 

 

Young People Who Care’s direct service outreach ministry to the poor has touched hundreds of peoples’ lives 

and made them better.  Over 400 high school and college students and their adult leaders spent time in direct 

service through the Spring and Summer Service Programs.  These one 

week volunteers came from as far away as Illinois, Michigan, Indiana, New 

York, New Jersey, and various parts of Pennsylvania.  Over 15,000 

volunteer hours were logged in such activities as painting houses, 

repairing bathrooms, repairing roofs, 

working on a Habitat for Humanity house, 

visiting the homebound, yard work and 

cleaning for the elderly, and building 

wheelchair ramps.  One gentleman who is 

in a wheelchair had not been able to go outside of his home without the 

assistance of others for 5 years due to lack of a wheelchair ramp.  After the 

volunteers completed the ramp, Sr. Suzanne received a call from him the  

http://www.anawimcommunity.org/


 

Our vision for the future is to 

focus on promoting our 

religious community, the 

Community of Anawim.  In the 

next few months we will 

develop our website and have 

promotional materials 

available to anyone who is 

considering a vocational call 

to religious life.   We would 

appreciate any help you may 

be able to give in making our 

Community known to those 

who may be considering a call 

to vowed life.  The 

Community of Anawim’s 

charism is to live a life of 

prayer, simplicity, and 

hospitality in the spirit of the 

Beatitudes. 

 

 

following week.  He was so grateful for what they had done - - he said, “I got my first sunburn in five years!  I 

was able to go outside and enjoy my yard all on my own!  I even forgot to wear a hat and now my head is 

sunburned!  Boy does it feel great!  Thank you!”  Another homebound man 

with cancer had plumbing problems in his only bathroom and he could not 

afford to get it fixed.  A skilled plumber that came with one of the youth 

groups was able to replace his shower and install a handicap shower chair.  

He had not been able to take a shower or bath in years.  He had had to wash 

up at his sink.  Now he is thrilled to be able to use his shower every day.  

These are just two of the hundreds of stories of lives transformed by the 

work of Young People Who Care and its volunteers.  The volunteers leave 

richer for having encountered the local people and having discovered the joy 

in serving those in need. 

 

Sr. Tina Geiger, a Sister of Mercy from Rhode Island has joined the staff of the 

retreat center and is doing wonderful work to assist Sr. Therese and the 

current staff in providing retreat experiences.  She has started programs that 

combine art and spirituality.  The use of art to help in healing and growth is 

also being offered to the homeless women at Marian House and they are 

discovering new gifts and ways of expressing themselves.  In 2011, more than 

2500 adults have experienced the spiritual offerings at Bethany through the 

many retreats and programs offered there.  More times than can be counted, 

retreatants say, “As soon as I turned the corner and drove into the driveway, I 

could feel the immense peace of this place.”   

 

Thanks to the generosity of many local people, we were able to put in a 

Marian Grotto at no cost! The stone structure 

surrounds the statue of Mary and the twenty 

mysteries of the rosary are carved in square stone 

blocks at the back of the structure.  It is a beautiful 

place to spend time in prayer and experience the 

peace of Bethany.  

 

Your financial support of Young People Who Care helps make all of these 

ministries possible!  Again, we thank you for your support and prayers.  

Please know that you and your intentions are prayed for on a daily basis at 

our daily Mass and our daily Community prayer.  May God bless you with his 

peace and joy! 

 

 

In Christ’s peace, 

 

 

 

Sr. Therese Dush, C.A. 

Director Young People Who Care, Inc. 


